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SUB J : BOMBING INCIDENTS IN SARLAT 

1 . ON JANUARY 1-2, 1976, THERE WAS A SERIES OF FOUR BOMB 
EXPLOSIONS IN SARLAT IN THE DORDOGNE. NO VICTIMS WERE 
REPORTED. TARGETS WERE ALL REAL ESTATE AGENCIES WHICH, 
ALLEDGEDLY, SPECIALIZE IN THE SALE OF LOCAL PROPERTY TO 
FOREIGNERS (ESPECIALLY BRITISH AND DUTCH) AND FRENCHMEN 
NOT NATIVE TO THE AREA. 

2. ACCORDING TO LOCAL SPECULATION, THESE BOMBINGS ARE 
CONNECTED WITH AN "OCCITAN" NATIONALIST MOVEMENT. REPORTEDLY, 
THERE WERE SLOGANS PAINTED ON REAL ESTATE AGENCY BUILDINGS 
BEFORE THE BOMBINGS SUCH AS "OCCITANIA IS NOT UP FOR SALE" 

AND "OCCITANIA WILL CONQUER". LOCAL REAL ESTATE AGENTS 
STATE THEY ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROPERTY SITUATION 
AND THAT WHEN LOCAL FARMERS WANT TO SELL THEIR LAND THE 
AGENT'S ROLE IS TO FIND A BUYER AND IT IS NOT THEIR FAULT 
IF THE BUYER IS PARISIAN, DUTCH OR ENGLISH. ALSO, THEY 
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IF THERE IS A PROBLEM CONCERNING THE SALE OF PROPERTY 
TO FOREIGNERS. 

3. COMMENT. THE CHIEF OF POLICE IN SARLAT INFORMED ME 
THAT THE INVESTIGATION OF THESE INCIDENTS HAS LED NOWHERE, 
TO DATE, AND THAT THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES ARE STILL "IN 
A FOG." THEY ARE NOT SURE THAT THESE INCIDENTS ARE 
CONNECTED WITH ANY OCCITANIAN NATIONALIST OR CULTURAL 
MOVEMENT. IF SO, IT WOULD BE THE FIRST SUCH OCCITANIAN 
TERRORIST INCIDENT IN THE SARLAT AREA. TRADITIONALLY, 

THE OCCITANIAN NATIONALISTS HAVE CENTERED THEIR ACTIVITIES 
IN THE LANGUEDOC REGION IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE AND NOT 
IN THE DORDOGNE AREA. ACCORDINGLY, THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
SUSPECT THAT THESE BOMBING INCIDENTS MAY BE A STRICTLY 
LOCAL PHENOMENON WITHOUT TIES TO ANY NATIONALIST OR 
CULTURAL MOVEMENT. HOWEVER, NO DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS HAVE 
YET BEEN DRAWN. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ONE SEES 
OCCITANIAN NATIONALIST SLOGANS THROUGHOUT THE SOUTHWEST 
OF FRANCE, DESPITE THE FACT THAT LANGUEDOC, STRICTLY 
SPEAKING, IS GEOGRAPHICALLY FURTHER TO THE EAST. 
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